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ROC 

My Nan (hall be the queen of all fairies, 

Finely attir’d in a robe of white. Shakefp. 

The laft good king, whom wiling Rome obey’d. 

Whs the poor offspring of a captive maid , 

Yet he thofe robes of empire juftly bore, 

Which Romulus, our facred founder, wore. Dryden. 

How by the fineft art the native robe 
To weave. Thomfcn's Autumn. 

To Robb. v. a. [from the noun.] To drefs pompoully ; to 
invert. 

' What chriftian foldier will not be touched with a religious 
emulation, to fee an order of Jefus do fuch fervice for enlarg¬ 
ing the chriftian borders; and an order of St. George only to 
robe, and feaft, and perform rites and obfervances. Bacon. 

There in long robes the royal magi ftand ; 

The fage Chaldreans rob'd in white appear’d. 

And Brachmans. Pope's Temple of Fame. 

Robed in loofe array {he came to bathe. Thomfon. 

Ro' fieri. «. f. An herb. Ahif. 

Robf/rsman. \n.f. In the old ftatutes, a fort of bold and 

Rop.k'rtsma s'. 1 ftout robbers or night thieves, laid tohe'fo 
called from Robinhood, a famous robber. 

Ro'bin. \ ni f [rubeeula, Lat.] A bird fo named 

Robin-red-ereast. J from his red breaft. 

Up a grove did fpring, green as in May, 

When April had been moill 5 upon whofe bufties 

The pretty robins, nightingales, and thruflies 

Warbled their notes. Suckling. 

The rahin-rcd-brcajl, till of late had reft. 

And children facrcd held a martin’s neft. Pope. 

RoBc/ruous. adj. [robur, Lat.] Made of oak. Did. 

ROBUSTIOUS. \ ad i' t robu h lus > Lat - robu J lir » Fr -3 

1. Strong} finewy; vigorous; forceful. 

Thcfe redundant locks, 

Robujliotis to no purpofe, cluftringdown. 

Vain monument of ftrength. Milton's Agonijlcs. 

2. Boifterous; violent; unwieldy. 

The men fympathize with the maftifFs, in robitjlious and 
rough coming on. Shakefp. Henry V. 

It offends me to hear a robujliotis periwig-pated fellow tear 
a paflion to tatters, to very rags, to fplit the cars ot the 
groundlings. Shakefp. Hamlet. 

While! was managing this young robujlious fellow, that 
old fpark, who was nothing but Ikin and bone, flipt through 
nyy finpers. Dryden s Don Scbajltan. 

Romp-loving mifs 

Is haul’d about in gallantry' robufl. Tbomfon's Autumn. 

3. P.equiring ftrength. 

'I'he tendernefs of a fprain remains a good while after, and 
leaves a lading caution in the man, not to put the part quickly 
again to any robufl employment. Locke. 

4. Robujlious is now only ufed in low language, and in a fenfc 
of contempt. 

Robustness. n.f [from robuJL] Strength; vigour. 

Beef may confer a robujlnefs on my Ton’s limbs, but will 
hebetate his intelleauals. ^ Arbuthnot and Pope. 

Rocambole, n.f. See Garlick. 

Rocambole is a fort of wild garlick, otherwife called Spanifti 
garlick ; the feed is about the bignefs of ordinary peafe. Mart. 

Garlick, rocambole, and onions abound with a pungent vo¬ 
latile fait. Arbuthnot on Aliments. 

Roche-alum. n.f [roche, Fr. a rock.] A purer kind of 
alum. 

Roche-alum is alfo good. Mortimer's Hufbandry. 

Ro'chet. n.f. [rochet, Fr. rochetum, from roccus, low Lat. a 

coat ] . 

1. A furplice ; the white upper garment of the prieft officiating. 

What zealous phrenzy did the fenatc feize, 

That tare the ratchet to fuch rags as thefe ? Clecrveland. 

2. [RubeUio, Lat.] A ftfh. Ainf. 

ROCK. n. f. [roc, roche, Fr. rocca, Italian.] 

1. A vaft mafs of ftone. 

The fplitting rocks cow’r’d in the finking fands. 

And would not dafti me with their ragged Tides. Shakefp. 
There be rock herbs ; but thofe are where there is fome 
mould. Bacons Natural Hijlory. 

Diftilling Tome of the tinned liquor, all that came over 
was as limpid and colourlcfs as rock water, and the liquour 
remaining in the vefiel deeply ceruleous. Boyle. 

Thefe Idler rocks, or great bulky ftones, are they not ma- 
nifeft fragments ? “ Burnet's Theory of the Earth. 

Of amber a nodule, inverted with a coat, called rock 
am b cr< JVoodwat d on Foffils. 

Pigeons or doves are of fevcral forts; as wood pigeons and 
rock pigeons. Mortimers Hufbandry. 

Ye darkfomc pines, that o’er yen rocks reclin’d, 

Wave high, and murmur to the hollow wind. Pope. 

2. Protection ; defence. A fcriptural fenfe. 

Though the reeds of Egypt break under the hand of him 
that leans on them, yet the rock of Ifracl will be an ever- 

idling day- ^ bar ^ i% 
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3. [Rock, Damfti ; rocca, Italian ; rucca, Spanilh; fpinroch 
Dutch.] A diftaft' held in the hand, from which the wool 
. was fpun by twirling a ball below. 

A learned and a manly foul 
I purpos’d her; that {hould with even powers. 

The rock, the fpindle, and the ftieers, controul 
Of deftiny, and fpin her own free hours. Benj. Jobnf m 

On the rock a fcanty meafure place J * 

Of vital flax, and turn’d the wheel apace. Drydai 

To Rock. v. a. [roequer, Fr.] 

1. To {hake ; to move backwards and forwards. 

If, by a quicker rocking of the engine, the fmoke were 
more fwiftly fhaken, it would, like water, vibrate to and 

fro. . Boyle. 

The wind was laid ; the whifp’ring found 

Was dumb ; a rifing earthquake rock'd the ground. 

Dryden. 

A living tortoife, being turned upon its back, could help 
itfelf only by its neck and head, by pufhing againft the ground 
to rock itfelf as in a cradle, to find out the fide towards which 
the inequality of the ground might more eafily permit to roll 
• its {hell. Ray on the Creation. 

2. To move the cradle, in order to procure lleep. 

Come, take hand with me, 

And rock the ground whereon thefe fleepers be. 

Leaning her head upon my breaft, 

My panting heart rock'd her afleep. 

My bloody fefolutions, 

Like fick and froward children. 

Were rock’d afleep by reafon. 

While his fecret lou! on Flanders preys. 

He rocks the cradle of the babe of Spain. 

High in his hall, rock'd in a chair of ftatc. 

The king with his tempeftuous council fata. 

3. To lull; to quiet. 

Sleep rock thy brain, 

And never come mitchnnce between us twain ! Shake'}. 
To Rock. v. n. To be violently agitated; to reel to and 
fro. 

The rocking town 

Supplants their footfteps ; to and fro they reel 
Aftonifh’d. Philifi, 

I like tin’s rocking of the battlements. Young's Rroeny. 
Rock-doe. n.f, A fpecies of deer. 

The rock-doe breeds chiefly upon the Alps : a creature of 
admirable fwiftnefs ; and may probably be that mentioned in 
the book of Job : her horns grow fometimes fo far backward, 
as to reach over her buttocks. Grew's Mufeum. 

Rock-ruby. n.f. A name given improperly by lapidaries and 
jewellers to the garnet, when it is of a very llrong, but not 
deep red, and has a fair caft of the blue. Hill on Fofil:. 
Rock-ruby is of a deep red, and the hardeft of all the kinds. 

Woodwaid on Fcjfi.s, 

Rock-salt. n.f. Mineral fait. 

Two pieces of tranfparent rock-falt ; one white, the other 
red. Woodward on Fojjils. 

Ro'cker. n. f. [from rock.] One who rocks the cradle. 

His fellow, who the narrow bed had kept, 

Was weary, and without a rocker flcpt. Dfjdte- 

Ro'c keT. n. J. [rocchetto , Italian.] A11 artificial firework, 
being a cylindrical cafe of paper filled with nitre, charcoal, 
and futphur, and which mounts in the air to a confiderable 
height, and there burfts. 

Every rocket ended in a conftellatien, ftrowing the air with 
a fhower of filver fpangles. Addijto. 

When bonefircs blaze, your vagrant works {hall rife 
In rockets, till thev reach the wond’ring Ikies. Garth. 
Ro'cret. n.f. A plant. 

The flower of the rocket confifts of four leaves expanded 
in form of a crofs ; the pointal becomes a pod, divided into 
two cells by an intermediate partition, to which the valves 
adhere on both fidcs: thefe cells arc full of roundifli feeds; 
to which may be added, the whole plant hath a peculiar fetid 
fmell. Millar. 

Rocket is one of the fallct furniture. Mo■ timer's HuJl/urJrj. 
Ro'ckless. adj. [from reck.] Being without rocks. 

A cryftal brook 

Is wccdlcfs all above, and rocklefs all below. Dryitn. 
Ro'ckrose. n.f. [rock and rofe.] A plant. 

Ro'ckwork. n.f. [reck aud work.] Stones fixed in mortar, 
in imitation of the afperities of rocks. 

The garden is fenced on the lower end, by 
mound of rockwork. 

Ro'cky. adj. [from rock.] 

X. Full of rocks. 

Val de Compare prefenteth her rocky mountains. 

Make the bold prince 

Through the cold North and rocky regions run. 

The vallics he reftrains 
With rocky mountains. 

Nature lodges her treafures in rocky ground. 
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2 Refembling roclc. , 

Such deftru£tion to withftand, he oppos’d the tody orb 
Of tenfold adamant, his ample {hicld. Milton. 

■». I-Iard; Itony ; obdurate. 

I, like a poor bark, of fails and tackling reft, 

Rufli all to pieces on thy rocky bofom. Shakefp. Rich. Ill, 
Rod. n.f. [roeclc, Dutch.] 

1. A long twig. 

Some chufc a hazel rod of the lame year’s {hoot, and this 
they bind on to another ftraight flick of any wood, and walk¬ 
ing foftly over thofe places, where they fufpedl the bowels of 
the earth to be enriched with metals, the wand will, by bow¬ 
ing towards it, difeover it. Boyle. 

2. A kind of feepter. 

Sh’ had all the roval makings of a queen; 

As holy oil, Edward confeflbr’s crown. 

The rod ar.d bird of peace. Shakefp. Henry VIII. 

3. Any thing long and flcndcr. 

The paft’ral reed of Hermes, or his opiate rod. Milton. 
Let the fifherman 

Incrcafe his tackle, and his rod retie. Gay. 

Hafte, ye Cyclops, with your forked rods. 

This rebel iovc braves all the gods. 

And every hour by love is made. 

Some heaven-defying Encclade. Granville. 

4. An iiillrumcnt for mcafuring. 

Decempeda was a mcafuring rod for taking the dimenfions 
of buildings, and fignified the fame thing as pcrtica, taken as 
a meafure of length. Arbuthnot on Coins. 

5. A11 fnftrument of correction, made of twigs tied together. 

If he be but once fo taken idly roguing, he may punilh him 
with flocks; but if he be found again fo loitering, he may 
feourge him with whips or rods. Spcnjer on Ireland. 

i am whipt and i’courg’d with rods , 

Nettled, and ftung with pifmircs, when I hear 
Of Bolingbroke. Shakefp. Henry IV. 

In this condition the rod of God hath a voice to be heard, 
and he, whofe office it is, ought now to expound to the fick 
man the particular meaning of the voice. Hammond. 

Grant me and my people the benefit of thy chaflifcments; 
that thy rod, as well as thy ftafF, may comfort us. K. Charles. 
They trembling learn to throw the fatal dart, 

And under rods of rough centurions fmart. Dryden. 

As foon as that fcntencc is executed, thefe rods, thefe in- 
ftruments of divine difpleafure, are thrown into the fire. Att. 
A wit’s a feather, and a chief a rod ; 

A11 honeft man’s the noblclt work of God. Pope. 

Rode. pret. of ride. 

He in paternal glory rode. Milton. 

Rcdomonta'de. n.f. [from a boaftful boifterous hero of 
Ariofto, called Rodomontc ; rodomontade , Fr.] An empty noify 
blufter or boaft ; a rant. 

He only ferves to be fport for his company; for in thefe 
gamefome days men will give him hints, which may put him 
upon his rodomontades. Government of the Tongue. 

'I he libertines of painting have no other model but a rodo¬ 
montade genius, and veiy irregular, which violently hurries 
them away. Dryden'sDufrcfnoy. 

He talks extravagantly in his paflion, but if I would’quote 
a hundred paflages in Ben Johnfon’s Cethegus, I could {hew 
that the rodomontades of Almanzor are neither fo irrational 
nor impoffible, for Cethegus threatens to deftroy nature. Dry. 
To Rodomonta'de. v. n. [from the noun.] To brag thra- 
fonicaily ; to boaft like Rodomonte. 

Roe. n.f. [pa, j-.a-beop, Saxon.] 

1. A fpecies of deer. 

He would him make 


The roe bucks in flight to overtake. 
They were as fwift as the roes upon 


a roe at 
Arbuthnot and Pope. 


rogen, Ger- 


Fairy gjueen. 

. upon the mountains, i Chr. 

I rocure me a Troglodyte footman, who can catch 
his full fpeed ? 

2. The female of the hart. 

I hy greyhounds arc fleeter than the roe. ShakePb 

Run like a roe or hart upon *’ 

The lofty hills of Bitheron. Sandys's Paraphrafe. 

Roe. n.f. [properly roan or rone ; rann, Danifh : 
man.] 7 he eggs of fifh. 

Here comes Romeo 

^ Without his roe, like a dried herring. 

Roca'tion. n.f. [rogation, Fr. from rego, Lat.] 
implication. J 

He perfectedi the rogations or litanies before in ufc, and ad- 
deth unto them that which the prefent neccffitv required. Hook 
Supplications, with this folcmnity for appeafing of God’s 
wrath, were of the Greek church termed litanies, and ro¬ 
gations of the Latin. o- , 

R VVR r r° '' E E e ”•/ Thc "’cek immediately preceediS 
.mfunday ; thus called from three falls obferved therein 6 
the Monday, 7 uefday, and Wednefday, called rogation 
d..ys, beeaufc of the extraordinary prayers and proceffions 
hen made for the fruits of the earth, or as a preparation for 
the devotion of holy Thurfday. v Dtil 


Shakefp. 
Litany; 


ROGUE, n.f [of uncertain etymology.] 

1. A wandering beggar; a vagrant; a vagabond. 

For fear left we, like rogues, {hould be reputed. 

And for ear marked beafts abroad be bruited. Hubberd. 
The Iheriff and the marflial may do the more good, and 
more terrify the idle rogue. Spenfer on Ireland. 

The feum of people and wicked condemned men fpoileth 
the plantation; for they will ever live like rogues , and not 
fall to work, but be lazy and do miichief. Bacons Effays. 

The troops arc all fcattered, and the commanders very 
poor rogues. Shakefp. AlFs well that ends well. 

2. A knave; a dilhoneft fellow ; a villain ; a thief. 

Thou kill’ll me like a rogue and a villain. Shakefp. 
A rogue upon the highway may have as ftrong an arm, and 
take off a man’s head as cleverly as the executioner; but 
then there is a vaft difparity, when one aftion is murther, 
and the other juftice. South. 

If lie call rogue and rafeal from the garret. 

He means you no more mifehief than a parrot. Dryden. 

The rogue and fool by fits is fair and wife. 

And ev’n the beft, by fits, what they defpife. Pope. 

3. A name of flight tendernefs and endearment. 

Oh, what a rogue and pleafant flave am I! Shakefp. 
I never knew a woman love man fo. 

—Alas, poor rogue, I think indeed ftie loves. Shakefp : 

4. A wag. 

To Rogue, v. n. [from the noun.] 

1. To wander ; to play the vagabond. 

If he be but once io taken idly roguing, he may punifh him 
with the flocks. Spcnjer on Ireland. 

He rogued away at laft, and was loft. Cat av. 

2. To play knavifli tricks. 

Ro'guery. n. f [from rogue .] 

1. The life of a vagabond. 

To live in one land is captivity', 

To run all countries a wild roguery. Donne. 

2 . Knavifh tricks. 

They will afterwards hardly be drawn to their wonted 
lewd life in thievery and roguery. Spenfer on Ireland. 

You rogue, here’s lime in this fack too; there is nothing 
but roguery to be found in villainous man. Shakejp. 

Like the devil did tempt and fway ’em 
To rogueries, and then betray ’em. Hudibras, p. i. 

The kid fmelt out the roguery. L'EJIrange's Fables , 

’Tis no fcandal grown. 

For debt and roguery to quit the town. Dryden , 

The roguery of alchymy. 

And we, the bubbled fools. 

Spend all our prefent flock in hopes of golden rules. Swift. 
3- Waggery; arch tricks. 

Ro'gueship. n.f. [fro m rogue.] The qualities or perfonao'e 
of a rogue. 

Say, in what nafty cellar under ground. 

Or what church porch, your roguefhip may be found ? Dry . 
Ro'guish. adj. [from rogue.] 

1. Vagrant; vagabond. 

7 hough the perfons, by whom it is ufed, be of better note 
than the former roguijh fort; yet the fault is no lefs worthy of 
a marflial. Sb-nP„- 

2. Knavifh ; fraudulent. 1 

He gets a thoufand thumps and kicks. 

Yet cannot leave his roguijh tricks. Swift's Mifcellanies. 

3. VVaggifh; wanton; flightly milchievous. 

The moft bewitching leer with her eyes, the mo fk rotuifh 
calf; her cheeks are dimpled when fhe fmiles, and her fmiles 
would tempt an hermit. Dryden r s Spa nip Fryar. 

1 am pleafed to fee my tenants pafs away a whole evenin"- 
in playing their innocent tricks; our friend Wimble is at 
merry as any of them, and fhews a thoufand roguijh tricks on 
thefe occasions Addifon's Spectator, N« 260. 

1 imothy ufed to be playing roguijh tricks ; when bis mi- 
itrefs s back was turned, he would loll out his tongue. Arb. 

wantonly Y * ^ [ ,rom , 0 S l:i Jh.] Like a rogue; knavifhly ; 

Ro guishness. «./ [from roguifi.] The qualities of a rogue. 
Ro'guy. adj. [from rogue.] Knavifli 
word. 


wanton. 


o 

A bad 


ety- 
violent 


to be at free 


A fliepherd’s boy had gotten a roguy trick of crying a wolf, 
and tooling the country with falfe alarms. L'EHr ante 

To Roist. Iv.n. [of this word the moft probable 
I o Koi ster. J mology is from rijler, Iflanc 
man.] 

To behave turbulemly ; to a& at difcrcticm • 
quarter; to blufter. 

1 have a raffling challenge fent amongft 

w 2nd faaious nobI « of the Greeks, 

V\ ill ftrikc amazement to their drowfy fpirits. 

Among a crew of rqijl'ring fellows. 

He d fit whole cv’nuigs at the aldioufe 
Roi ster or rotfterer . «. f. [from the 
brutal, iawlefs, bluflering fellow. 


verb.] 


Shakefp. 

Swift. 
A turbulent. 


To ROLL, 
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